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1 Recommendations 
 
1.1 To approve changes to the appointment to Sub Committees to reflect 

changes in membership approved at Council on 12 December 2023, 
with each Sub Committee comprising three members of the Licensing 
Committee when considering matters in relation to the Licensing Act 
2003/Gambling Act 2005 and to be made up of up to six members of the 
Licensing Committee when considering matters affecting applications for 
licences and licences previously granted under the terms of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976; 
 

1.2 that the Licensing Committee make appointments to the Sub 
Committees for the purposes detailed in 1.1. 

  
2 Reasons for Recommendations  
 
2.1 At its annual meeting on 23 May 2023, the Council appointed a statutory 

Licensing Committee which would also sit as the Council Committee to 
carry out other licensing functions. 

 
2.2 At its meeting on 12 December 2023, the Council agreed to the 

Revisions to Committees/Boards/Other Bodies, whereby Councillor 
Johnston replaced Councillor Abrahams and Councillor Hemingway 
replace Councillor Davies. 
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2.3 Under the provisions of the Licensing Act 2003, the Licensing Committee 
may establish one or more Licensing Sub Committees to assist in the 
discharge of the licensing functions under the Licensing Act, 2003. 
Further such functions of the Gambling Act, 2005 may also be 
discharged by those Sub Committees. 

 
2.4 The Committee is invited to establish Licensing Sub Committees for the 

remainder of the municipal year 2023/2024. 
 
2.5 The Licensing Act 2003 specifies that each Sub Committee shall consist 

of three members of the Licensing Committee. The Council at its 
meeting on 23 May 2023 appointed a Licensing Committee comprising 
15 members, including one Chair and two Vice Chairs.  

 
3 How does this deliver objectives of the Corporate Plan? 
 

 

The Licensing Act 2003 has four licensing objectives which are 
highly pertinent to Ambition 5 of Sandwell’s Vision 2030 these 
being:- 

 
(a) the prevention of crime and disorder; 
(b)  public safety; 
(c)  the prevention of public nuisance; 
(d) the protection of children from harm. 

 
Similarly, the Gambling Act 2005 has three licensing objectives, 
as follows:- 

 
(a) Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or 

disorder, being associated with crime or disorder or being 
used to support crime; 

(b)      Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way; 
(c) Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from 
 being harmed or exploited by gambling. 

 
4 Context and Key Issues 
 

The Licensing Sub Committees are appointed under the provisions of 
the Licensing Act, 2003 and are therefore not subject to the 
proportionality requirements of the Local Government and Housing Act 
1989. However, other licensing functions will be subject to 
proportionality.  



 

 
For 2023/24, the proportionality provisions will apply, when considering 
licensing functions other than those under the provisions of the Licensing 
Act 2003, and seats have been allocated to the Sub Committees 
accordingly. 
 

 
6 Implications 
 

Resources: There are no direct resource implications arising from 
this report. 

Legal and 
Governance: 

Section 3 of the Licensing Act 2003 provides that the 
Council is a Licensing Authority and as such the 
Council must carry out its functions under the 
Licensing Act, 2003.  Under Section 6 of the Licensing 
Act, 2003 each Licensing Authority must establish a 
licensing committee consisting of at least ten, but not 
more than fifteen, members of the authority.  
Section 9 of the Licensing Act, 2003 states that a 
licensing committee may establish one or more sub-
committees consisting of three members of the 
committee, and Section 10 provides that the 
committee may arrange for the discharge of any 
functions exercisable by it by a sub-committee 
established by it, or an officer of the licensing 
authority. 
Section 2 of the Gambling Act 2005 further states that 
the Council is a licensing authority. The Gambling Act 
2005 places a duty on the Council to undertake the 
licensing functions specified in the Act.  Section 154 
of the Gambling Act 2005 provides that all decisions, 
subject to exceptions, relating to premises licences 
are delegated to the licensing committee of the 
authority that has been established under Section 6 of 
the Licensing Act, 2003. Section 154(3) of the 
Gambling Act, 2005 states that Section 10 of the 
Licensing Act 2003 shall apply in relation to a function 
delegated to a licensing committee as they apply in 
relation to a function delegated under that Act. 
The 2003 Act and the 2005 Act allow the Licensing 
Committee to arrange for the discharge of any of its 
functions by a Sub-Committee or by an Officer of the 



 

Licensing Authority. Arrangements may provide for 
more than one sub-committee or officer to discharge 
the same functions concurrently.  

Risk: There are no direct implications arising from this 
report. 

Health and 
Wellbeing: 

There are no health and wellbeing implications arising 
from this report. 

Social Value There are no social value implications arising from 
this report. 

Climate 
Change: 

There are no climate change implications arising from 
this report. 

Corporate 
Parenting: 

There are no corporate parenting implications arising 
from this report. 

 
7. Appendices 
 
 Proposed Sub Committees 
   
 


